Anti-TNF therapy in patients with HBV infection--analysis of 87 patients with inflammatory arthritis.
This study aims to investigate the incidence of hepatitis B virus (HBV) reactivation in inflammatory arthritis (IA) patients with HBV infection using anti-tumor necrosis factor (TNF) agents and evaluate the efficacy of antiviral therapy in reducing the risk of viral reactivation in chronic HBV infection. IA patients using anti-TNF agents from six centers were enrolled. Their HBV infection conditions and ALT and HBV-DNA levels were monitored periodically. Among the six chronic hepatitis B patients, HBV reactivation was found in two patients without antivirus prophylaxis and no viral replication was detected in the other four patients with antivirus prophylaxis. In the 31 inactive carriers, the increase of viral load was detected in 6 of 22 (27.3 %) patients without antiviral prophylaxis, and there was no viral reactivation in the other 9 patients with antiviral prophylaxis. HBV reactivation was not found in the 50 patients with resolved HBV infection. It is suggested that anti-TNF therapy might increase the risk of HBV reactivation in patients with chronic HBV infection, and antiviral prophylaxis could effectively decrease the risk. Anti-TNF agents seem to be safe in patients with resolved HBV infection.